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Types of materials - requiring cleaning

ἑ Fibreglass

ἑ Aluminum

ἑ Stainless Steel

ἑ Paint

ἑ Plastic/Vinyl/PVC/Hypalon

ἑ Window material - Roll Vinyl, Stratoglass, etc.

ἑ Teak
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REFERENCE MATERIAL
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Recommended Books

ἑ Natalie Sears: The Insider's Guide to Boat 
Cleaning and Detailing: Professional Secrets 
to Make Your Sail-or Powerboat Beautiful 
ӝ(Natalie owns and operates Deckhand 

Detailing, serving the greater Seattle area)
ἑ @ Amazon.ca

ӝKindle Edition $17.37
ӝPaperback $26.70
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Recommended Web Resources

ἑ 3M: 
http://solutions.3m.co.uk/wps/portal/3M/en_GB/MarineSolutions/MarineSupplies/Appli
cationProcesses/CleaningAndRestoration/

ἑ Shurhold: https://shurhold.com/articles/marine/

ἑ Deckhand Detailing: https://www.deckhanddetailing.com/articles

ἑ Aurora Boat Care Products: https://www.auroramarine.com/store/products-inflatable/
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Gelcoat - often just 0.5mm thick
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GRP - Glassfibre Reinforced Plastic - glass strands

FRP - Fibre Reinforced Plastic - Kevlar, carbon fibre, etc.
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The gelcoat surface

ἑ 4B? P?LS NBCH A?F=I;N ACP?M ; @C<L?AF;MM <I;N CNӒM AFIMMS @CHCMB <ON B;M NI JON OJ QCNB 
all the knocks of everyday marine life, as well as the ravages of time and the 
elements.

ἑ This slightly porous surface is stained by minerals and pollutants in the water, air 
borne pollution, fuel spillages and general wear and tear, much of which penetrates 
the surface. 

ἑ Gelcoat becomes dull and faded from weathering and the effects of the sun's rays -
this is oxidation
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Gelcoat is easily damaged

ἑ Regularly and/or harshly 
compounded gelcoat will 
be abraded and worn 
away
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Oxidation

ἑ Oxidation is caused by a combination 
of exposure to the elements and age.

ἑ Oxygen and water react on the surface 
to break down the top layer which then 
allows harsh UV rays to cause further 
damage.

ἑ As gelcoat ages, it becomes porous, 
and the more porous it becomes, the 
more easily it stains, the worse it looks, 
and the harder it is to clean.

ἑ Shows as a dull chalky, weathered, 
discoloured, faded surface
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Painted boats

ἑ Look for signs a boat is painted
ӝ gaps around fittings
ӝ scratches
ӝ peeling
ӝ too shiny for its age!

ἑ Try to find out the type of paint - Awlgrip, Alexseal, Imron, Perfection, Brightside?
ἑ Test every product on an inconspicuous area first
ἑ Be very careful with any abrasives
ἑ It is possible for a professional to carefully polish out scratches
ἑ Be gentle!
ἑ 5M? J;CHN G;HO@;=NOL?LӒM L?=IGG?H>?> =;L? JLI>O=NM MO=B ;M !QF=;L?Ӈ !QFQ;MBӇ 

etc.
ἑ Wash down regularly with a gentle soap, rinse well and dry off 
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What not to use/do!
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10 deadly sins of boat cleaning - Pt. 1.

#1 ӝDish Soap:.IN ;M A?HNF? ;M CN M??GMӇ CN =;H MNLCJ ; <I;NӒM Q;R IL >?AL;>? NB? Q;N?LJLII@CHA IH 
marine fabrics. 

#2ӝWindex: Marine windows and mirrors are often made of plastic, not glass. Windex and other 
glass cleaners contain ammonia which is great for glass, but can cause plastic to yellow and crack.

#3 ӝMagic Erasers (Mr. Clean et al):.IN P?LS MI@NӇ NB?S QCFF F?;P? M=L;N=B?M IH ; <I;NӒM @L;ACF? 
plastic surfaces and Isinglass windows. Use only on non-skid deck.

#4ӝPledge: Great on wood but not on clear vinyl like Isinglass. It contains solvents that remove 
the plasticizers from plastics - the material can become brittle and yellow.

#5 ӝHatches & Windows:Before starting check they are closed, filling the interior of the boat with 
water is messy! Also check water and fuel filler caps are tightly closed.
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10 deadly sins of boat cleaning - Pt.2.

#6ӝSoft Scrub/Bleach:! B;LMB ;<L;MCP? =F?;HM?L G;S L?GIP? M=O@@M ;H> MN;CHM <ON CNӒM NII 
abrasive on gelcoat. Bleach-based products tend to discolor fabrics and break down their integrity.

#7 ӝBoat products: Use products specifically designed for boat surfaces (not cars) and the marine 
environment.

#8ӝPlan ahead:Clean all the dirt, stains and marks away before you start polishing.

#9 ӝLimited Storage:$IHӒN Q;MN? FCGCN?> MJ;=? IH<I;L> QCNB ; P;MN M?F?=NCIH I@ =F?;HCHA 
products. Find one that works for each type of stain, and reduce costs at the same time.

#10ӝProcrastination and Neglect: Dirt build-up can quickly damage your boat, and will reduce 
the value over time and make maintaining it harder. Keep it clean - a quick wash down after every 
trip will make a huge difference.
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Scotchbrite pads and magic erasers

ἑ )@ SIO QIOF>HӒN OM? NB?G IH SIOL 
=;LӇ >IHӒN OM? NB?G IH SIOL 
A?F=I;Nӊ

ἑ There are better non-abrasive 
alternatives
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There is no magic 
product that does it all!
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-;HS JLI>O=NM =F;CG NB?S >Iӊ <ON

ἑ Different stains require different products to remove them

ӝ Brown staining requires an acidic cleaner

ӝ Exhaust stains require a solvent

ἑ Toilet bowl cleaner, muriatic acid, and wire wool damage gelcoat

ἑ An abrasive cleaner which is too harsh, will scratch gelcoat

ἑ Different surfaces require different products

ӝ a rust stain remover will often damage aluminum

ἑ 0IFCMB?M >?P?FIJ?> @IL NB? ;ONI CH>OMNLS =;HӒN =IJ? QCNB NB? M;FNQ;N?L ?HPCLIHG?HN

ἑ Products such as Poliglow and Vertglas leave a coating which unless renewed annually, will 
start to peel off and turn patchy - they have to be wet-sanded off!
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It sounds wonderful but...

ἑ Nano-technology coatings sound 
sexy and look fantastic

ἑ They are extremely expensive 
compared to polishes and waxes 
ӝ starting at $699 for a small car 

in Calgary...
ἑ They have to be professionally 

applied, and maintained after 
18-36 months

ἑ They are only as good as the 
surface they are applied over

ἑ And you still have to wash it 
every two weeks!
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How to clean
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How to clean:
ἑ Make a plan!
ἑ Start at the top
ἑ Remove canvas covers and put to 
IH? MC>? QB?L? NB?S QIHӒN A?N 
dirtier.

ἑ Read the label on the bottle(s) of 
products

ἑ If the product labels says wet/rinse 
the boat first, do so, otherwise 
leave it dry - some products are 
neutralised by water, or diluted so 
GO=B NB?S >IHӒN QILE ?@@?=NCP?FS
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How to clean:

ἑ Have your hose and nozzle ready, 
with the water turned on

ἑ Avoid spraying water over 
electronics.

ἑ In extreme cases, you may want to 
start with a gentle pressure wash. 
Beware of too much pressure 
which can rip off decals and 
caulking
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